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- Enmmauzen, 640 3 I 198. 


Ar a General Meeting of the Puianrnuoric nr 
oF EDINBURGH, RESOLVED, 


THAT the Thanks of this Society be given to the Rev. 
Mr Black for his excellent Sermon, preached this day at 
their deſire; and that he be requeſted to allow the fame to 
be printed for the benefit of the Society. 


Jonx CanrBELL, Secretary. 
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MaTTaew 1x. 13. 


But go ye So, learn har that meaneth, I will have mercy and 
not ſacrifice : for 1 am not come 10 call the ee but 
Finners, to repentance, 


HRISTIANITY is a ſyſtem of the moſt per- 


pure unmerited love of Gop, and was eſtabliſh- 
ed in the world with the brighteſt poſſible diſ- 
play of divine mercy and grace; ſo it inſpires 
all thoſe who become partakers of its bleſſings 
with a portion of the ſame ſpirit. Peace on 

| | A earth, 


fe benevolence. As it originated 1 in the 


1 
earth, and good -will to men, mark its progreſs _ 
wherever its genuine influence is felt. By 
means of Chriſtianity the ſphere of human be- 
neficence is greatly enlarged. The Goſpel 
teaches us to conſider every man as our neigh- 
bour: It breaks down the partition walls 
which paſſion and prejudice have reared be- 
twixt man and man : It inculcates love to all, 
even to our very enemies; commanding and 
inclining us, * to bleſs them that curſe us, to 
% do good to them that hate us, and to pray 
« for them which deſpitefully uſe and perſe- 
„cute us.“ Nor are the exertions of Chri- 
ſtian benevolence confined to the bodily wants, 
or the temporal intereſts, of mankind only. 
The man who is actuated by its godlike ſpirit 
aims at ſomething higher ; and, ſenſible how 
vaſtly ſuperior the concerns of the ſoul, and 
the intereſts of eternity, are to the things 
which relate only to a preſent life, his chief 
attention is employed about the means of pro- 
moting the ſpiritual benefit and eternal ſalva- 
tion of his fellow-creatures. In this generous 
deſign, the diſtinctions of rank, of party, and 
cven of character, are overlooked. None, how- 
ever poor, or abandoned, or deſpiſed, by the 
world, are excluded from the Chriſtian's com- 
paſſion, or deemed unw * of his beneyolent 

regard: 


tay 


regard : on the contraty, the more wretched 
the circumſtances of any of his fellow-crea- 
tures appear, the greater is their claim, in his 
opinion, to the exertions of Chriſtian benevo- 
lence ; and while he feels the moſt ſettled 
| hatred and deteſtation of ſin, he cannot but at 

the ſame time mourn over and pity the ſinner. 


Svect is the nature of true Chriſtian benevo- 
lence; ſuch the mercy recommended in the text, 
and enforced by no lefs an example than that 
of Car1sT himſelf. The occafion upon which 
our LoxD ſpoke theſe words we learn from the 
9th verſe of this chapter. And as Jzsvs paſ- 
* ſed forth from thence, he ſaw a man, named 
© Matthew, fitting at the receipt of cuſtom ; 
% and he ſaith unto him, Follow me: and he 
« aroſe and followed him.” Matthew was 
engaged in a profeſſion reckoned moſt odious 
among the Jews, and generally held by per- 
ſons of the worſt character. He was a publi- 
can, or tax-gatherer ; that is, he exacted from 
his countrymen the tribute impoſed on them 
by the Roman government, to which they 
were at this time under ſubjection. As the 
office itſelf was extremely unpopular among 

the Jews, who ſubmitted with great reluctance 
to the Roman yoke, it was rendered ſtill more 
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„„ 
fo by the fraud and extortion of thoſe whe 
exerciſed it: yet from among this number 
CurtsT ſelected one of his Diſciples, whom af- 
terwards he appointed to the office of Apoſtle. 
And as a farther proof of his condeſeenſion, he 
ſat down to eat meat with a number of publi- 
cans and ſinners, whom Matthew had probably 
invited to his houſe, that they, as well as him- 
ſelf, might enjoy the benefit of his divine in- 
ſtructions. This circumſtance, as might have 
been expected, gave offence to the Phariſees; 
who, pretending to more than ordinary ſtrict- 
neſs in ceremonial obſervances, and truſting 
in themſelves that they were righteous, de- 
ſpiſed others. With affected ſurpriſe, but 
with real ſcorn and contempt, they inquire of 
the Diſciples of IEsus, Why eateth your Maſ- 
« ter with publicans and ſinners?” The re- 
ply which CHRIST made (for he did not leave 
at to his Diſciples, who at this time were but 
imperfectly acquainted with the nature of his 
kingdem, to defend his cauſe), while it expreſ- 
ſes his adorable condeſcenſion, ſtrongly marks 
the character of his religion: But when Jz- 
sus heard that, he ſaid, They that be whole 
* need not a phyſician, but they that are ſick. 
6 But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I 
1 5 will have mercy and not ſacrifice: for I am 
«+ not 
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* not come to call the n but ſinners, 
to repentance.“ Fs 


STANDING in this place to plead the cauſe 
of a poor and wretched claſs of fellow-crea- 
tures, who are in general conſidered as outcaſts. 
of ſociety, I cannot conceive any ſubject better 
fitted to excite compaſſion, or to remove pre- 
judices from our minds, than theſe memorable 
words of our bleſſed Lox, ſpoken in pity to 
thoſe whoſe characters bear a ſtrong reſem- 

blance to theirs. With this object in view, I 
ſhall direct your attention, 


Firſt, To the great pattern of Chriſtian be- 
nevolence which our Loxp here propoſes in 
his own example, I am not come to call the 
_ © righteous, but ſinners, to repentance.” 


Secondly, To the influence which this con- 
ſideration ought to have in leading us to ſhew 
mercy to our fellow-ſinners. 


I. In entering upon this ſubject, it is plea- | 
ſing to remark the inſeparable connection 
which the wiſdom of Gop hath eftabliſhed 
betwixt the doctrines and duties of our holy 
religion. There is no doctrine of Chriſtiani- 
| | | ty 
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ty that has not a practical tendency ; nor 15 
there any precept which is not enforced by 
evangelical motives. Our bleſſed Loxp, in 
recommending compaſſion to the ſouls of men, 
propoſes his own example; and for this pur- 
poſe declares the great end of his coming into 
the world, which was not to call the righte- 
ous, but ſinners, to repentance. 


Two things naturally preſent themſelves to 5 
our minds in reading theſe words. I/, The 
character of the perſons whom CHRIST came 
to ſave; and, 2dly, His gracious deſign in 
coming to ſave them. 


12 Tur character of the perſons whom 
CurisrT came to ſave—not the righteous, but 


ſinners. 


To thoſe . have been accuſtomed to con- 


ſider the Goſpel as a mere ſyſtem of morals, 


enforced by the ſanction of rewards and pu- 
niſnments, and deſigned barely to regulate 
and reform the outward manners of mankind, 
ſuch a view as is here given of our ſtate and 
character, in the fight of Gon, may appeat 
ſtrange. If (as ſome ſuppoſe) we were only 


teeble and imperfect creatures, ſtanding in 
need, 


C7) | 

need, it 1s true, of divine direction and aſſiſt- 
ance, but poſſeſſed of powers for the perform- 
ance of our duty, which only require cultiva- 
tion, and apt to deviate from the paths of vir- 
tue, not ſo much from a perverſe diſpoſition 
of mind, as from a weakneſs of nature inſepa- 
rable from humanity if ſuch, I ſay, were our 
character and circumſtances, it is not eaſy to 
conceive for what purpoſe the Sox of Gon 
ſhould have come down from heaven to earth, 
led a life of pain and poverty, reproach and 
perſecution, and at laſt ſubmitted to the death 
of the croſs. None of the works of Gop are 
in vain. In the various productions of na- 
ture, and in the extenſive operations of Pro- 
vidence, we perceive evident marks of the 
moſt conſummate wiſdom and deſign. And 
can we ſuppoſe, that the greateſt of all the 
works of Gop, © in which he hath abounded 
% towards us in all wiſdom and prudence,” 
ſhould-not have an object in view ſuited to its 
| grandeur and importance? No, it cannot be. 
If there had been a law which could have 
“ given life, verily righteouſneſs ſhould have 
« been by the law.” Had not the condition 
of man, as a fallen creature, been as complete- 
ly helpleſs as it is miſerable, ſo as to render it 
impoſſible for him to recover the Joſt favour 

RE and 
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and image of his Maxzr by any merit or 
power of his own; we may be bold to ſay, 
thoſe aſtoniſhing means would not have been 
employed which are now manifeſted in the re- 
demption of the world by Jzsvs CRRIsr. 


Bur inſtead of the ſelf-flattering views which 
the pretended ſons of wiſdom give of the dig- 
nity of human nature, and all-ſufficient powers 
of man, the Scripture hath concluded all un- 
der ſin, that the promiſe, by faith of Jzsus 
CurisT, might be given to them that believe. 
«© The whole world is become guilty before 
«© God; for all have ſinned, and come ſhort of 
4 the glory of Gop. They are all gone out 
© of the way; they are together become un- 
te profitable; there is none righteous, no, not 
„ one.” In conformity to theſe declarations, 
which perfectly accord with univerſal experi- 
ence and obſervation, we are told by CRRIST 


15 | himſelf, that © the Son of Man is come to 
e ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt.*? And 


his Apoſtles teſtify, that when we were yet 
without ſtrength, in due time CHRIST died 
* for the ungodly :”* that he ſuffered, = 

« juͤft for the unjuſt, to bring us to Go ;' * 
and “ was made lin for us who knew no in, 
4 that we * be made the righteouſneſs of 
; «© Gon 


„ 
« God in him.” Thus all boaſting is exelu- 
ded; every mouth is ſtopped ; the proud diſ- 
tinctions upon which men are apt to value 
themſelves are levelled to the ground ; the de- 
cent. and the profligate ſtand upon a footing in 
point of acceptance with Gor; the ſame 
_«« Lord, over all, appears rich in mercy unto 
« all that call upon him, being juſtified freely 
« by his grace, through the redemption that 
“ js in JE sus CHRIST,” | 


NoTHING is eaſier than to acknowledge in 
words that we are ſinners in the ſight of Gop. 
Many who make this acknowledgment, too 
plainly diſcover that they know.not what they 
ſay, nor whereof they affirm. They confeſs 
themſelves ſinners ; but their hearts are un- 
broken on account of fin. They ſeem to have 
no abiding conviction of its evil nature or 
dangerous conſequences; and would highly re- 
ſent it as an unpardonable affront, if faithfully 
told what is virtually implied in their own ac- 
knowledgment. They confeſs themſelves ſin- 
ners; but at the ſame time they thank Gon 
they are not as other men. They have ne- 
ver been guilty of groſs immoralities; their 
characters have always been reſpectable in the 
weak of the world; they have, upon the whole, 

2 * been 
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been punctual in their attendance upon the 
ordinances of religion; nor have they ever 
been charged with any flagrant violation of 
the duties belonging to their ſeveral ſtations 
and relations in ſociety.—So far it is well. 
Such characters are worthy of eſteem ; they 
may be valuable members of ſociety, andin ma- 
ny reſpects uſeful to their fellow-creatures; but 
ſtill remember „one thing is lacking,” with- 
out which the moſt admired accompliſhments, 
and boaſted virtues, are of no avail in the 
ſight of Gov. Jzsvs CHRIST came not to call 
the righteous, that is, thoſe who are ſo in their 
own eſtimation, but ſinners to repentance : 
and unleſs you have a deep conviction that 
you are indeed finners, guilty, condemned 
criminals, and vile polluted creatures, in the 
eyes of your great Judge, you have neither 
part nor lot in the bleſſings of CHRISr's ſal- 
wation. 


To promote this conviction, ſo needful and 
fo ſalutary, let me entreat you, my brethren, 
inſtead of taking your rule of judging from the 
maxims and manners of the world around you, 
to bring your actions, and the principles and 
motives from which they proceed, to the ſtand- 
p_ of Gop's pure and holy law; which, being 

founded | 


founded in the nature and perfections of Gop, 
muſt continue unchangeable. So long as you 
meaſure yourſelves by others like yourſelves, and 
compare your conduct with that of the great 
bulk'of mankind, it is certain you mult err in 
the judgment you form of your own charac- 
ters. The fondneſs and partiality whicheve- 
ry one feels for himſelf, will always furniſh 
ſome ground for ſelf-complacency : But place 
yourſelves as in the preſence of Gop; recol- 
lect his ſpotleſs purity, and the awful ſcrutiny 
which every part of your conduct ſhall one 
day undergo by Him who is the great 
«: ſearcher of hearts, and knoweth all things.“ 
IIn making this ſolemn review, you will find 
that the commandments of Gop are exceeding 
broad, reaching not only to the outward con- 
duct, but to the inward thoughts and diſpoſi- 
tions of the heart; ſo that thoſe very actions 
of your lives which have been moſt highly 
_ eſteemed among men, when weighed in the 
balances of the ſanctuary, will be found want- 
ing. Conſcious of guilt, covered with ſhame, 
and ſtripped of every ſelf-righteous plea ; if 
your eyes are indeed opened, inſtead of the 
boaſting language of the Phariſee, you will be 
diſpoſed to cry with the Publican, Gon be 
*« merciful to me a finner!” You will join 
B 2 - > 


( 12 ) 


with the Prophet in acknowledging, * 2 
ce all before thee as an unclean thing, and all 
% our righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags ;” and 

pray with the Pſalmiſt, * Enter not into judge- 
« ment with thy ſervant, O Gop; for in thy 
« ſight can no fleſh living be juſtiſied.“ 


_ -Sucn, then, is the character of the perſons 
whom CnRISH came to fave. 


2dly, His deſign in coming into the world 
is to bring ſuch to repentance. 


To call ſinners to repentance what a noble 
and glorious deſign! How worthy of the Sox of 
 Gop! and how admirably adapted to our cir- 
cumſtances, as guilty, depraved, and ruined, 
creatures! To raiſe the poor out of the 
« duſt, and to lift the needy from the dung- 
hill, to ſet them with princes, even with the 
«« princes of his people; to reſtore immortal 
creatures, formed originally after the image, 
and for the ſervice and glory of their Creator; 
endowed with powers and capacities which 
aſſimilate them to Angels, and the higheſt or- 
ders of intelligent beings ; but fallen from their 
primitive dignity, loſt to every thing excellent 
and praiſe-worthy, and ſunk, by low earthly 

purſuits, 
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purſuits, to a level with the brutes that periſh ! 
—to reſtore ſuch, I ſay, to their original glory 
and felicity, to bring them back to the favour 
and enjoyment of their Maker, to inſpire their 
ſouls with the love of Gop and of goodneſs, 
to render them happy in their own minds, 
and bleſſings to all around them ; and, finally, 
to prepare.them for higher ſervices, and no- 
bler enjoyments in the heavenly world, where 
ſin, and all the effects of it, ſhall be for ever 
done away—theſe are the great and glori- 
ous objects which the Goſpel propoſes ; and 
theſe objects it never fails to accompliſh in all 
thoſe who are brought under its influence. 


To call finners to repentarice, is here ſaid 
to be the great deſign of CRHRIST's coming in- 
to the world; beeauſe repentance is the firſt 
ſtep of the ſinner's recovery to Gop; expreſ- 
ſing, in general, that bleſſed change which 
takes place in the mind of the ſinner when, 
« delivered from the power of darkneſs, he is 
ce tranſlated into the kingdom of God's dear 
* Son.” Genuine repentance is always ac- 
companied with a living faith in the Goſpel. 
It naturally flows from it, and is maintained 
and cheriſhed in the ſoul by thoſe awful, 
yet pleaſing, diſcoveries of the character of 

. | BE. 
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Cop which the Goſpel exhibits. © Looking 
„ on him whom we have pierced” by our 
tranſgreſſions, we learn not only to mourn,” 
but to hate and forſake, thoſe fins, to atone for 
the guilt of which the Lord of Life and Glo- 
xy ſuffered and died. 8 | 


Suck, in general, is the nature of true re- 
pentance—of that repentance which Jxsus is 


exalted as a Prince and Saviour to beſtow. The 


effects produced by it are ſuch as evidently 
prove it to be the work of Gop. The man 
who before was a ſlave to divers luſts and plea- 
fures, carried into every kind of wickedneſs 
by his own headſtrong and unruly paſſions, and 
led captive by the devil at his will, is now 
brought into the glorious liberty of the child- 
ren of Gop. Being made free by the Son 
„ of Gop, he is free indeed.” Before this 
time, perhaps, he frequently attempted to 
break the chains in which he was bound. Ta- 
ſting the bitterneſs of iniquity, perceiving the 
ruinous effects of indulged vicious habits on 
his health, his fortune, or his character, he of- 
ten reſolved that he would no longer purſue 
the paths which lead down to the chambers of 
death. But, alas! the force of temptation ſoon 


| overpowered the — of his reſolutions. 
| OW, 
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Now, however, a moſt aſtoniſhing change is 
felt. What all the wit and wiſdom of man, 
the rules of philoſophy, the leſſons of mora- 
lity, and his own moſt vigorous purpoſes and 
endeavours, never could effect, the power of 
the Goſpel has accompliſhed. It has ſubdued 
the moſt inveterate habits of ſin, conquered 
the moſt ungovernable paſſions, and changed 
the very picture of the devil into the lovely | 
image of Gor. Old things are paſt away, 
„ and all things are become new,” The 
drunkard becomes ſober, the unclean perſon 
chaſte, the profane ſwearer devout, the cove- 

tous man liberal, and the proud ſelf-righte- 
ous Phariſee a humble believer in the grace of 
the Goſpel. The power of fin is deſtroyed ; 
its dominion in the ſoul is overthrown; and 
the true penitent begins to hate thoſe things 
which formerly he loved, and to love and de- 
light in thoſe things which before were the ob- 

jects of his ſtrongeſt averſion. 


TX call to repentance * addreſſed to ſin- 

ners univerſally, without exception; For 
«« God hath commanded all men every where 
to repent.” The moſt moral, reſpectable, 
and amiable of mankind, cannot be ſaved with- 


out it ; and the moſt Sully, worthleſs, and a- 
bandoned 
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bandoned of our fellow-creatures, will not be 
rejected if truly poſſeſſed of it. Know ye 
% not (ſays the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. vi. 9—11.), 
& that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit the 
* kingdom of Gord. Be not deceived ; neither 
& fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
«© effeminate, nor abuſers of themſelves with 


„ mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 


« drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, 
„ ſhall inherit the kingdom of Gop.“ Per- 
ſons of the characters here deſcribed, who live 
and die impenitent, are evidently excluded 
from any inheritance in the kingdom of Cuzisr 
and of Gop. But the Apoſtle adds, And 
« ſuch were ſome of you; but ye are waſhed, 
« but ye are ſanctified, but ye are juſtified, 
in the name of the Lox IEsUs, and by the 


"<4 Spirit of our Gop.” The Scripture abounds 


with inſtances of ſome of the greateſt ſinners 
who have obtained mercy. At preſent, I ſhall 


ſelect two, which appear peculiarly well ſuit- . 


ed to the occaſion of our meeting. The firſt 
is the inſtance of Zaccheus, who, from a rapa- 
cious publican, became a genuine diſciple of 


CurIsT. This man, it ſhould ſeem, from 


mere motives of curioſity, climbed up into a 
ſycamore tree to ſee JzsUs, who was to pals 
that way. Judge how great his ſurpriſe . 

mult 


\ 
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muſt have been, when JEsus, coming to the 
place where he was, looked up, and, like one 
who had long been acquainted with him, ad- 
dreſſed him in theſe words: Zaccheus, make 
„ haſte and come down; for to-day I muſt a- 
« bide at thy houſe.” The word of CHRIST 
was accompanied with power ; for at once 
Laccheus obeyed the Savious's call, and re- 
ceived him joyfully, not only into his houſe 
but his heart. And as an evidence of the hap- 
py change which divine grace had wrought 
in the diſpoſition of his mind, he declares, 
„ Behold, Logp, the half of my goods I give 
** to the poor; and if I have taken any thing 
* from any man by falſ: accuſation, I reſtore 
him fourfold.” The other inſtance of the Sa- 
vious's power and grace, not leſs remarkable 
than the former, is that of the woman in the city 
which was a ſinner, who came with an alabaſter 
box of ointment into the houſe of one Simon a 
Phariſee, where Jzsvs fat at meat, and began 
to waſh his feet with her tears, and to wipe 
them with the hairs of her head, and to anoint 
them with the ointment. Simon, perceiving 
this, wondered how our Lord could allow a 
woman which was a ſinner, that is, one who 
had formerly been of a notoriouſly bad cha- 
racter, to approach him. But inſtead of treat- 
1 C -:-+ 
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it flatter them with the hopes of impunity 


be not only dangerous to ſociety, but ruinous 


miſrepreſent its genuine tendency, who con- 
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ing this poor weeping penitent with eruel dif. 
dain; inſtead of thruſting her away from his 
preſence as unworthy of his regard, ſaying, 
« Stand by, for I am holier than thou“ the 
compaſſionate REDEEMER vindicates her cauſe, 
reproves the ſelf-righteous Phariſee, relieves 
her anxious mind with the gracious affurances 
of pardon; and declares, that becauſe much had 
been forgiven her, therefore ſhe loved much. 


HxRx let it be obſerved, how vaſtly they miſ- 
take the nature of the doctrine of grace, and 


fider it as injurious to the intereſts of mora- 
lity. Did the Goſpel indeed give any encou- 
ragement to ſinners continuing in fin, and de- 
termined to hold faſt their tranſgreſſions ; did 


in a courſe of iniquity ; or lead them to ex- 
pect the enjoyment of future happineſs in 

the neglect of that holineſs, without which 
no man ſhall ſee the Loxyp—then the charge 
would be juſt, and to preach the doctrine of 
free grace and juſtification by faith alone, would 


to the ſouls of men. But is not the very re- 
verſe of all this the truth? Is it not the pro- 
feſſed deſign of the Goſpel * to call ſinners to 
repentance ?” Has not Gop the FarTRHER, 

| | | „having 
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«© having raiſed up his Sow Ixsvs, ſent him to 
«© bleſs us, by turning away every one of us 
„from his iniquities?” And does not the 
„% grace of Gon, which bringeth ſalvation, 
teach men, that, denying ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts, they ſhould live ſoberly, righ- 
„ teouſly, and godly, in the world?” The 
Goſpel, it is true, gives encouragement to the 
greateſt ſinners: But what kind of encourage- 
ment? Does it encourage to ſin, becauſe grace 
abounds ; or afford the leaſt ground to hope, 
that at any future period, by confeſling our ſins, 
and imploring mercy in the name of CHRIST, 
we may obtain pardon? No. On the contrary, 
it ſtrongly urges the danger of delay, and 
removes the chief ground of preſumption, by 
alluring us, that repentance is not in our own 
power, but the gift of Gop. It reveals the 
pardoning love of Gon as an encouragement 
to inſtant, ſpeedy, immediate, repentance. The 
language of the Goſpel is, Behold, now is 
the accepted time; behold, now is the day 
„of ſalvation. Seek ye the Lok while he 
„may be found, call ye upon him while he is 
” near. Let the wicked forſake his way, and 
* the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let 
him return unto the Lox, and he will have 
* mercy upon him, and to our Gop, for he 
„will abundantly pardon.” ” 

„ HAvinG 


* 
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Havins thus endeavoured to illuſtrate the 
great pattern of Chriſtian benevolence ex- 
hibited by CHRIST himſelf, © who came not 
6 to call the righteous, but ſinners, to repen- 
« tance,” I come now, as was propoſed, 


II. To point out the influence which this 
conſideration ought to have in leading us to 
ſhew mercy to our fellow-ſinners, 


« Bur go ye and learn what that meaneth, 
«« I will have mercy, and not ſacrifice.” In 
theſe words our Logp refers to a paſlage in 
the prophecies of Hoſea (chap. vi. 6.) : For 
«« T deſired mercy, and not ſacrifice :”” to which 
alluſion is made more than once in the New 
Teſtament. The meaning of the words, in 
connection with the paſſage before us, is plain- 
ly this, that mercy to the ſouls of men is far 
more acceptable and pleaſing to Gop than the 
_ ſtricteſt regard to mere outward obſervances, 


where the ſpirit of true religion is wanting. In 
all ages men have been exoredingly prone to 


ſubſtitute the form, in place of the power, of 
godlineſs, by a rigorous adherence to the mere 
external parts of worſhip, or even ſometimes 
to their own vain traditions ; while they have 
omitted the weightier matters of the law, 

judgment, 
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« judgment, mercy, and faith.” Such would 
do well to conſider the meaning of this ſcrip- 
ture, and, in general, the end of the com- 
« mandment ; which is, charity out of a pure 
heart and a good conſcience, and faith un- 


* feigned.” 


Uron this part of the ſubject a variety of 


_ conſiderations preſs upon our minds. But not 


to fatigue your attention, I ſhall only mention 
the two following : 


I/, Oux Loxp JEsus CnRIST, by coming 
into the world to call ſinners to repentance, 
hath taught us the unſpeakable value of the 
ſouls of men. —Surely thoſe ſouls, to redeem 
which the Son of Gop became an inhabitant 
of our guilty world, and ſubmitted to the moſt 
awful and excruciating ſufferings, muſt be in- 
finitely precious in the ſight of Gon. If we 
eſtimate the value of any thing from the re- 
gard that is paid to it by wiſe and capable 
judges, what ſhall we think of the value of a 
fingle immortal ſoul, ranſomed at ſuch a price, 
and ſaved from everlaſting deſtruction, by 
ſuch a variety of aſtoniſhing means? Well 
might the great Preacher of righteouſneſs ſay, 


„% What ſhall it profit a man, if he ſhall gain 


% the 


oc 
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the whole world, and loſe his own ſoul? 


Or what ſhall a man give in exchange for 
his ſoul?” Suppofe a man poſſeſſed of the 


whole world, of all its honours, riches, and 
pleaſures; yet what a poor compenſation were 
theſe for the loſs of an immortal ſoul! The 
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eternal ſalvation of one ſoul (ſays an excel- 

lent Author) is of greater importance than 
the temporal ſalvation of a whole kingdom 
or empire for ten thouſand ages, or indeed 
any given duration of time; becauſe there 
will come up a point in eternity, when that 
one ſoul will have exiſted as many ages as 
all the individuals of a kingdom, ranged in 
cloſe ſucceſſion, will altogether have exiſted 
at that given period. Therefore one ſoul - 


is capable of a larger ſhare of happineſs or 


miſery, to an endleſs duration, than all the 
inhabitants of a whole kingdom are capable 
of in ten thouſand ages.*”—Shall we not 


then, brethren, in the different ſtations in which 
Providence hath placed us, account it our high- 
eſt honour and privilege to be workers toge- 
ther with God in promoting the ſalvation of 
immortal ſouls ? eſpecially when I add, 


2dly, Tn our Lord Jzsus CuxisT, by his 


example as well as doctrine, hath taught us, 
that none of our fellow-ſinners are beyond the 


reach 
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reach of mercy.—The gracious RrpEEM ER, as 
we have had occaſion to obſerve, was not aſha- 
med to be called * the Friend of publicans and 
„ ſinners.” While he boldly reproved vice of 
every kind, and in his own character © was ho- 
* ly, harmleſs, and undefiled, and ſeparate 
„from ſinners,” he ſcrupled not to converſe 
with perſons of every deſcription, with a view 
to their inſtruction and reformation, that he 
might reclaim ſinners from the error of their 
way, and “turn the diſobedient to the wiſ- 
„ dom of the juſt,” In this, as in other re- 
ſpects, © he hath left us an example, that we 
«« ſhould follow his ſteps. fe hath taught us 
not to overlook or deſpiſe any of our fellow. 
ſinners, however far they may have erred from 
the right path; but, while we hold their 
crimes in juſt abhorrence, and keep at an aw- 
ful diſtance from their abominable practices, 
to ſhew pity to their ſouls, by employing all 
the means in our power to lead them to repen- 
_ tance, that they may recover themſelves out 
of the ſnare of the devil, who are taken cap- 

* tive in. * at his will.“ 


Veon theſe a ond with theſe great 
and important objects in view, the PniLAx- 
THROPIC SOCIETY OF EDINBURGH has been 

formed ; 
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formed ; at whoſe requeſt I now addreſs you, 

It took its riſe from the pious and ſucceſsful en- 

deavours of a few individuals, to recover from 
their wretched courſe of life ſome of the con- 
victs in Bridewell, who ſeemed not altogether 
indiſpoſed to liſten to inſtruction. The good 
effects attending theſe endeavours ſuggeſted 
the idea of inſtituting a Society for the pur- 
poſe of inſtructing and attempting to reclaim 
- the criminal and profligate, wherever there 
might appear any reaſonable proſpe& of ef- 
fecting this ſalutary object; and this ſuggeſ- 
tion, dictated by true Chriſtian benevolence, 
meeting with every poſſible countenance and 
encouragement from the Honourable Magi- 
ſtrates of this City, and others of the moſt re- 
ſpectable character, led to the adoption of 
thoſe meaſures which haye been already laid 
— the Public. 


Ir is not my intention, at preſent, to enter 
into a detail of the wretched circumſtances of 
that miſerable claſs of our fellow-creatures for 
whoſe benefit this Society has been inſtituted. 
Alas! their condition is too well known to 
ſtand in need of any deſcription ; nor, ſuppo- 
| ſing it needful, would ſuch a deſcription be in 

all reſpects proper from this place. Suffer me 

only 
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only to obſerve, that the alarming progreſs of 
vice and profligacy in this city has, of late 
years, greatly encreaſed the number of thoſe 
unhappy creatures who, ſunk in fin, and loft 
to ſhame, infeſt our ſtreets. To check, in 
ſome meaſure, this growing evil, it has been 
found neceflary, within this ſhort time, to e- 
rect a Bridewell, where criminals of different 
deſcriptions are adjudged to labour and con- 
finement; the happy effects of which, in pro- 
moting the peace and good order of the com- 
munity, are doubtleſs conſiderable. But ſtill 
ſomething was wanting to give this wiſe and 
ſalutary inſtitution its full effect. Among the 
criminals brought into this ſituation, there are 
ſome not ſo hardened in vice as others, who 
have been ſo far influenced by the diſcipline 
and inſtruction received during their confine- 
ment, as to expreſs an earneſt wiſh to leave 
off their vicious practices, were the leaſt encou- 
ragement given, or any means provided, that 
might enable them to procure, after their li- 
beration, proper protection or a decent liveli- 
hood. But to what hand can they look for 
ſuch encouragement or protection? Abandon- 
ed by the reputable part of ſociety, unpitied 
by their cruel ſeducers, who have been the 
chief inſtruments of their ruin; the oy 
D 


( 26 ) 
of general diſguſt and averſion, without a 
| ſingle friend or guardian, and ſurrounded on- 
Iy by their former companions in vice—what 
is to be expected, but that they will return 
to their former profligate courſes, © and be- 


come twofold more the children of hell than 
& they were before? 


A $MALL degree of attention to theſe cir- 
cumſtances muſt, I think, convince every feel- 
ing and unprejudiced mind, not only of the 
utility, but abſolute neceſſity, of fuch an inſti- 
_ tation as the PRILANTIHRO IG SOCIETY, where 
an aſylum is provided for ſuch of thoſe. poor 
forlorn fellow-creatures as, having forſaken 
„ the guide of their youth, and forgotten the 
% covenant of their Gop,“ are convinced of 
the evil of their ways, and ſincerely defirous 
to return to the paths of religion and virtue. 
In the proſecution of this benevolent deſign, 
the Society, though ſtill in its infancy, have rea- 
| ſo to hope their endeavours have already been 
bleſt with ſucceſs. In the houſe which they 
lately procured for the greater convenience of 
ſuperinteiding thoſe under their charge, there 
are at preſent even, and it is expected that 
a few more will ſoon be admitted. 7wo, un- 
der the protection of the Society, are now in 

#2 N _ ſervice, 
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ſervice, and doing well: other applications for 
this purpoſe have been made; but the Direc. 
tors judge it expedient to refuſe ſuch applica- 
tions till they have had an opportunity of ma- 
king full proof of their ſincerity, and can with 
confidence recommend them to families. » It 
is almoſt unneceſſary to ſay, that the ſtricteſt 
attention 1s paid by the Society to the health, 
morals, and proper behaviour of thoſe imme- 
diately under their care. Above all, it is their 
chief object to inform their minds, by. in- 
ſtructing them in the great principles and du- 
ties of the Chriſtian religion, from a full and 
deep perſuaſion that many of them * are 
« deſtroyed for lack of knowledge ;”” and that 
it is the Goſpel of Iæsus CHRIST alone, under- 
ftood and felt in its genuine influence, that can 
effectually cure the depravity of the human 
heart, or lay a foundation for good conduct in 
the various Nations and relations of life. 


Ir is enough, I hops fimply to have ſtated 
theſe facts. With the wiſe and diſcerning, 
they will plead more ſtrongly than the moſt | 
laboured addreſs to the feelings. Let me on- 
ly add, that, without the immediate and libe- 
ral aid of the Public, the benevolent deſigns | 
of the Soctety muſt fall to the ground. Hi- 

—_» therto, 


E 
therto, on account of the ſcantineſs of their 
funds, they have been obliged to act upon a 
very limited ſcale; but by the aſſiſtance of 
the friends of religion and humanity, with the 
bleſſing of Gop, they fondly flatter themſelves, 
they will ſoon be enabled to extend their la- 
bours ; and that, to meet with general coun- 
tenance and approbation, the object of the 
PrILANTHROPIG SociErr only needs to be 

known. | 


Even in a political point of view, the ob- 
jet of this Society is of no ſmall importance. 
If their exertions ſhould produce no other ef- 
fect, it muſt be allowed, at leaſt, that their ten- 
dency is highly conducive to the welfare of 
the community, and the temporal happineſs 
of individuals. At all times, but eſpecially in 
ſuch times as the preſent, when increaſing im- 
piety and profligacy threaten the diſſolution 
of all eſtabliſhed order, to leſſen the number 
of public peſts and nuiſances, and to reſtore 
them as valuable members to ſociety, is ſurely 
doing a moſt eſſential ſervice to the ſtate, and 
muſt meet with the countenance and ſupport 
of eyery man who wiſhes well to his country. 


Bur this, it js to be hoped, will not be all 
| the 
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the fruit of their Iabours. There is a conſidera- 
tion of infinitely higher moment, which will 
be felt by thoſe who are actuated; by the ſpirit 
of true Chriſtian benevolence. Ixsus CarisT, - 
«© who came into the world, not to call the 
« righteous, but ſinners, to repentance,” and 
* who went about doing good,“ hath enjoin- 
ed on his followers the exerciſe: of mercy to 
the ſouls of men, and taught us by his own 
example the extent of this compaſſion, Here 
is the nobleſt field for exertion ; the moſt de- 
lightful ſervice in which any of the friends of 
Jesus can be employed. Chriſtians, do we 
ſtand ſo much in need of mercy from Him 
whom we daily offend ?—and ſhall we refuſe | 
to ſhew the like mercy to our fellow-finners? 
Hath * Gov, for CRRIST's ſake, forgiven us 
„ all our treſpaſſes ?”—and ſhall not the 
love of CHRIST conſtrain us to ſhew pity to 
our brethren who are periſhing around us? 
% Who maketh us to differ from others? and 
* what have we that we have not received? 
„ and if we have received it, why ſhould we 
glory as if we had not received it?” Grace, 
free, ſovereign, unmerited, grace, is the cauſe, 
and the only cauſe, of the difference betwixt 
one ſinner and another. And if,“ by the grace 
* of Gop, we are what we are,” why ſhould we 
 _ | 


* 
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defpair of any of our fellow-finners? Why 
ſhould we limit the power and mercy of the 
Holy One of Iſrael, or ceaſe to employ the moſt 
likely means for bringing the © ftout-hearted 
and rebellious, who are far from righteouſ- 
6 neſs,” to the belief and obedience of the 
truth, that they may he as · brands plucked out 
« of the fire?” Great are the compaſſions of 
our heavenly Father ; wonderful the patience 
and grace of our loving Redeemer ! © Where- 
* fore, my beloved brethren, be ye followers 
% of Gov, as dear children; be merciful, as 
« your Father alſo is merciful ; deviſe libe. 
6 ral things,” and “ let the bleſſing of them 
% who were ready to periſh come upon you,” 


Axp you, my reſpected friends, who are 
more immediately engaged in this labour of 
love, continue your exertions with unremit- 
ting diligence and alacrity: cry mightily to 
Gon for the influences of His Spirit to ac- 
company all your endeavours; nor be diſcou- 
raged though you ſhould meet with diſap- 
pointment, and find reaſon to change your o- 
pinion of many of thoſe concerning whom 
you may have once entertained good hope. 
Such diſappointments are by no means uncom- 


mon: Remember the work is the Loxp's, and 
| = ma 


CF 


not your, for © though Paul may plant, afid 


„ Apollos water, it is Gop that giveth the in- 


« creaſe.” If your exertions fail in ſome in- 
ſtances, they may ſucceed in others; and the 
_ ſalvation of one ſoul (if but one), However little 
it may be conſidered in the eyes of the world, 
will be found at laſt an abundant recompence 
for the labours of a lifetime; for © he which 
* converteth a ſinner from the error of his 
ee way, ſhall fave a ſoul from death, and ſhall 
« hide a multitude of ſins.” 
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APPENDIX. 


March 17 1798. 


"HE origin and object of che EpinBURGH Phi- 
LAN THRO ie SOCIETY having been already pret- 
ty fully ſtated in the Sermon, it is only neceſſary, for 
the information of the Public, to add a few things 
relating to its internal management, and the different 
meaſures that have been adopted by the Society, from its 
commencement to the preſent time, in the proſecution 
of their general deſign. 


Tux firſt Meeting of the Society was held on the 
firſt day of Auguſt 1797; previous to which, the fol- 
lowing Regulations were prepared, and, being approved 
of by the meeting, ordered to be printed and circulated 
in an addreſs to the Public. 3 
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REGULATIONS. 


I. Taz Society ſhall be denominated,.* Taz Phi- 
LANTHROPIC 'SocieETY or EpinBuRGH;” and its 
object ſhall be to reclaim, to habits of virtue and induſ- 
try, Convicts who have been committed to Bridewell, 
and other perſons of ſimilar character. 


II. Tur funds of the Society ſhall ariſe from the vo- 
N donations of Its Members, and of the public. 


III. Tun Society mall embrace the earlieſt opportu- 
nity of carrying the deſign of the inſtitution into effect, 
and ſhall conſider themſelves at liberty to apply all do- 


nations to immediate uſe, ET 


IV. Every -perſon —_ as a Member muſt be a 
benefactor to the Society. | | 


v. A Genet Meeting of the Society Mall be 
held on the firſt Tueſday of every quarter, at eleven 
O clock forenoon, for the admiſſion of new Members, 
which ſhall be by ballot, and decided by majority; and 
for the diſcuſſion of ſuch buſineſs as ſhall be * 
pefore them : 20 Members to be a quorum. 


VI. Tre Society ſhall hold their firſt General Meet- 
ing on the firſt Tueſday of Auguſt 1797, at which they 


hall elect a Preſident, Vice: preſident, Secretary, Trea- 
/ | ſurer; 


e 
| carer, Clerk, and Officer, and a Committee of twelve 
Members for the management of the affairs of the So- 
cietyz one of whom ſhall always be one of the Magi- 
ſtrates of Edinburgh. The Committee ſhall continue 
for the firſt year; and thereafter three Members ſhall / 
go out by rotation, according to ſeniority, every year; 
whoſe places ſhall be filled up by the Society at their 
General Meeting held on the firſt * of Auguſt 
thereafter. | 


VII. TAE Preſident, Vice-preſident, Secretary, Trea- 
ſurer, and Clerk, ſhall, ex officio, be members of the 
Committee, and ſhall be annually elected by the So- 
ciety, at their General — held the firſt n 
of 3 7200 7 


VIII. Taz Cane mall cle a Preſes, ſhall hold 
ſtated meetings on the laſt Friday of every month, and 
mall have power to adjourn their meetings, and to ap- 
point a Subcommittee. The Preſes on any . 
may call a n. of the Committee. 


IX. FIVE aan 4 me Committee TY be a 
quorum. 


X. Tae Society ſhall requeſt from the Managers of 
Bridewell permiſſion to ſuch Viſitors as their Commit- 
tee may name, out of their own number, or out of the 
Society at large, to have acceſs to the. convicts at. all 
convenient or 8 ſeaſons. 8 


XI. Tas buſineſs of the Commits ſhall be to carry 
the benevolent deſigns of the Society into execution. 
E 2 | For 
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For this purpoſe, they, or the Viſitors appointed by 
them, ſhall take frequent opportunities of conveying 
_ uſeful inſtruction to all perfons under their care, whe- 
ther convicts or others, by perſonal viſits, and by fur. 
niſhing them with books ſuited to their circumſtances, 
to be purchaſed by the Society. They ſhall provide 
for ſuch convicts as ſhew ſymptoms of amendment, on 
their difcharge from Bridewell, and for all other per- 
k | ſons under the Society's care, who appear to require 
RS ſuch offices, proper lodgings for their reception in ſome 
retired part of the town, and in families that will at- 
tend to the reformation of their morals. They ſhall 
continue to the difcharged convicts the fame methods 
_ of inſtruction that were begun with them during their 
imprifonment. "They ſhall cauſe all perſons under their 
; care to attend Divine ſervice on the Loxp's day. They 
1 ſhall provide temporary employment for them. They 
| | ſhall be empowered to lay out ſuch ſums of money as, 
| along with the produce of their own induftry, ſhall bc 
| neceſſary for their maintenance and clothing, when deſ- 
titute of it. And when they ſhall be fatisfied, after a 
ſufficient time of probation, that their conduct can be 
depended on, they ſhall recommend them for ſervants 
in proper families, or to places of permanent induſtry. 


—— 
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XII. A REGULAR report ſhall be made once month 
to the Committee, by the perſons whom they appoint 
as Viſitors, of the names and circumſtances of ſuch 
convicts and others as appear to be truly affected by 2 
ſenſe of their paſt condutt, and deſirous of reforma- 
tion; and alſo of the behaviour of all thoſe who are 
under the Society's care. EH, 


XIII 


CI 
XIII. Wann the expectations of amendment in any | 
of the penitents are diſappointed, the Committee, or 
the General Meeting on a report from the Committee, 
ſhall diſmiſs ſuch perſons from their aſylums; but be- 
fore diſmiſſion of any who are or have been convicts, 


notice theteof ſhall be —"—_ to the managers of Bride- 
well. 


. Tun PE ſhall be anions as an 
encouragement to induſtry, to employ a ſum of money, 
in proportion to the produce of every perſon's labour, 
in purchaſing for them proper and comfortable cloth- 
ing; and, as a further encouragement, ſhall be empow- 
_ ered, on putting them to ſervice, or places of perma- 
nent induſtry, to lay out ſuch a ſum of money as they 

' ſhall think proper, but not exceeding three pounds 
Sterling, in making an addition to their ſtock of clothes, 


that they may appear more decently in their new ſitua- 
tions. 


XV. Tus Committee, ſhall keep regular minutes of 


their tranſactions, which ſhall be laid befors the Gene- 
ral Meetings. | 


XVI. Ir ſhall be the duty of the Secretary to attend 
to. the general buſineſs of the Society and Committee, 
and to carry on its correfpondence. | | 


XVII. Tus Treaſurer ſhall manage all the pecunĩa- 
ry concerns of the Society, He ſhall pay out no mo- 
uey but by order of the Society, or of the Committee 
8 N | | „ 
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of management, and ſhall lay quarterly and annual 
ſtatements of his receipts and expenditure before the 
General Meeting. He may retain twenty pounds in 
his hands for immediate neceſſary expenditure; but 
when the ſurplus above that ſum amounts to ten pounds 
or upwards, ſuch ſurplus ſhall be lodged in the hands 
of Meſſrs Mansfield, Ramſay, and Co. Bankers, in name 


ol the Society; and all money drawn from them ſhall 


be by an order, ſigned . the Preſes of the ns 
and the Treaſurer. 


| XVIII. Tu duty of the Clerk ſhall be to record 
the proceedings of the Society and Committee. 


XIX. Tux Society, when they elect their Office- 
bearers, ſhall appoint a ſpecial Committee to audite the 
Treaſurer's accounts, none of whom {ſhall belong to the: 
Committee of management. . 


XX. Tan Committee of management, or any indi- 
vidual member of the Society, may bring forward any 
new regulations, or may propoſe any alterations of the 


preſent regulations, at any General Meeting. All ſuch 


propoſals ſhall lie on the table until next quarterly Ge- 
neral Meeting; or in caſe they will not admit of that 
delay, they may be referred to a ſpecial General Meet- 
ing, to be called ſor the purpoſe of taking them into 
conſideration, on a notice of not leſs than fourteen 
days, to be given to all the members of the Society, 


either by billets, or by advertiſements 3 in the Courant, 


. 


(9) 
Mercury, and Advertiſer 3 and in either of theſe caſes, 
the propoſal ſhall be determined by —_— of votes, 


XXI. Tur nee ſhall have power to call a ſpe- 
cial General Meeting when any buſineſs of importance 
occurs that will not admit of delay, and ſhall lay the 
ſame before them; the determination thereof to be 
ſubject to the rules eſtabliſhed by the preceding n 
tions. 


XXII. Tas billets or advertiſements for calling any 
ſpecial General Meeting ſhall always mention the: bus 
ſineſs to be laid before it, 


* 
* 


L - 
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Fon 4 time, the females, who came under the 
charge of the Society, were lodged (conformably to the 
| Xlth Regulation) in rooms hired from private families; 
but this plan was very ſoon found to be liable to many in- 
conveniences. Their ſcattered ſituation increaſed the la- 
bour of the Society; and, at the ſame time, afforded 
them an opportunity, if they were ſo diſpoſed (without 
the Society's knowledge), of holding intercourſe with 
their old companions; - who are always ready, if they 


can, to draw them back into their former wickedneſs. 


Impreſſed with theſe conſiderations, and convinced of 
the great advantages that would ariſc-from having the 50 
objects of their care lodged under one roof, and more 
immediately under their eye, the Society, ſome time 
ago, hired a convenient houſe in the Weſt-how, and 
appointed 


from the houſe as incorrigible, 


ſome of them have been ſupported for ſix or eight 


not melt at the ſight. The ſilent tear of gratitude, min- 


ol diſſipation. 


( 49 ) 


appointed a Maſter and Miftreſs, who appear well qua- 
lied for the office, to take the charge of them. Since 
which time they have all behaved with the greateſt pro- 
priety, with the exception of one, who was diſmifled 


THe number in the houſe is ſtated in the Sermon 
at ſeven ; five have been fince added, making in all 
twelve. They are from 15 to 30 years of age; and 


months by the Society's bounty and their own indu- 
ſtry. Their work conſiſts chiefly of ſpinning, ſewing, 
waſhing, and ſmoothing linens, It is truly pleaſing to 
obſerve the gratitude of theſe poor creatures, who in 
this manner are refcued from the very depths of depra- 

vity and wretchedneſs. Hard is the heart that would 


gled with contrition, is more irrefiſtibly impreſſive than 
all the pomp and eloquence of language, and yields to the 
generous mind a refined ſatis faction, which the ſelfiſh 
and ſordid never enjoy, and which is ſought, but ſought 

in vain, by the gay and heedleſs multitude in the circle 


Tur Society conſider themſelves bound publicly to 
acknowledge their great obligations to the Magiſtrates 
of Edinburgh, for their active and cordial co-operation, 
without which their opportunities and proſpects of uſe- 
fulneſs muſt have been very limited, 


Tux likewiſe acknowledge, with gratitude, the libe- 
| N | ral 


CM 


ral ſuppott which they have received from the Public. 
The donations made to them in furniture and clothes 
have ſaved confiderable expence “. It is hoped the 
friends of this Inſtitution will favour them with a ſhare 
of their employment in the different kinds of work ſpeci- 
fied above, as theſe are not only the moſt profitable to the 
Society, but the beſt adapted to prepare the perſons un- 
der their care for becoming uſeful ſervants upon their 
leaving the houſe. The Society engage, that the work 
ſhall be ſufficiently done, and the charges will be 2 


lated according to the uſual rates. 


Tnar the Public may have a fuller view of the na- 
ture of this Inſtitution, the report of the Subcommit- 
- tee of Viſitors for the laſt month is ſubjoined. 


” . «* 
F 


1 Tus Society cannot omit this opportunity of return 
ing their beſt thanks to Meſſrs Young, Trotter, Hamilton, 
and Trotter, for their very handſome donation of bed. 


clothes, to the amount of ſix guineas. 


F REPORT 


Er 


SUBCOMMITTEE 


OF THE 


EDINBURGH PHILANTHROPIC SOCIETY. 
— din 320 CY ihe then 


+ Tur Subcommittee, in conſequence of the appoint- 
k | ment of laſt Committee, met at the Society's houſe, on 
| the Monday after, when they made the following ar- 
| prone ; . | | 

* 


1 TRE rt appointed, that the hours of riſing, for all 

* perſons received into the houſe, from the iſt of Novem- 

| ber to the iſt of April, ſhould be at ſeven o'clock in the 
; morning, and at fix o'clock during the reſt of the year, 

| 5 and that they ſhould always go to bed at half an hour 

paſt ten o'clock ;—that they ſhould work eight hours 

each day whilſt they roſe at ſeven o'clock, and ten 

hours when they roſe at fix o'clock. 


Tur Subcommittee then arranged the hours for 
working, air, exerciſe, and meals, and for attending 
upon family-worſhip and religious inſtruction, morning 
and evening. And they again intimated to the objects 
of their care, the Society's intention of reſerving, for 
their own uſe, one-third part of the money that was 
produced by their induſtry. | 


The 


(3 


THEY alſo ſettled with Mr Couts, the Overſeer of the 
houſe, the manner of keeping an account of the employ- 
ment of their time, and the produce of their induſtry, 
and of his own expenditure for the ſupport of the houſe. 


THE Subcommittee have viſited the houſe ſeveral 
times ſince, and they obſerve, with pleafure, the advan- 
tages reſulting from theſe regulations, The regula- 
tion, with reſpect to time, has been pointedly complied 
with; the work has gone on with greater chcerfulneſs, 

and has been more productive. The hours of employ- 
ment, and the produce of induſtry, have been entered 
each week in ſmall books kept for the purpoſe, which 
are herewith laid before the Committee; and from 
which the Subcommittee are cnabled to report, that 

the time of the eight perſons now in the houſe, in the 
ſour weeks ending this evening, has been employed as 
follows ; : 


709 hours in ſpinning lint, 
208 —— in ſpinning duck yarn, 
100 —— in carding and ſpinning wool, 
96 — in ſewing ſhirts, 
38 — — in wafhing, | 
176\—— in the kitchen and work of the houſe, 
20 —— abſent in going for work and returning 
with it, and getting wheels repaired, 


189 abſent on account of ſickneſs, 


——— 


1536 hours, or 24 days, of eight perſons, at eight 
hours to each day; and the produce of their in- 
duſtry has been L. 2: 0: 7. 
F 2 Tux 


; 
| 
|. 
4 
. 

15 
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THr Subcommittee further report, that the women 
in the houſe have regularly attended Divine ſervice upon 


Sundays, except J F-—-, who has been ſeized 
with a ſpitting of blood, and ſeems to be in a very de- 


clining ſtate of health :—that Mr Couts has very hu- 


manely ſupplied her with tea and ſugar, and other light 
food; for which the Committee ſhould make him au 


allowance. 


Tux Subcommittee further report, that it appeared 
by Mr Couts's books, that he has expended, in the four 


laſt weeks, viz. 


Maintenance, „ L. 4 12 114 
Miſcellaneous articles, - ** 
One bottle of wine for the ſick, — 8 


Paid to perſons not admitted into the houſe, 9 o 


L. 5 9 42 


Ir the matters reported upon were more generally 


known, the Subcommittee are of opinion, that a be- 


nevolent Public would give a greater ſhare, and a greater 
variety, of employment to thoſe under the care of the 


PHILANTHROPIC SOCIETY; by which means their 


plans would be greatly forwarded, and the Society would 
be enabled to render their Inſtitution more extenſively 


uſeful. 


EninsuRrGn, 


February 23d 1798. 
- | : E xpenditurg 
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Expenditure of the PHILANTHROPIC SOCIETY of 
 EnpinBurcn, from June 3oth 1797 to * 
224 1798. 


Fox maintaining and clothing convicts 
received from Bridewell, and others of 


a ſimilar deſcription, L. 68 9 53 
Furniture, - | 5 ® 29 2 6 
Advertiſing, — 12 8 0 
| Contingencies, - | - 4 $68 
Mieſſrs Mansfield, Ramſay, : and Co. 120 0 0 

In Treaſurer's hands, « 23 11 oF 
L, 260 1 3 6 


Sums received during the above period, 


Amount of Subſcriptions, Sc. - Kaws 9 
Collections at the Sermon preached before 
the Society, — a - 60 3) 9 8 


L. 260 12 6 
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| OFFICE. BEARERS. 


His GnAck the Duke of oem e Preſident. 

WILLIAM CouLTEeR, Eſq; Vice-Preſident. 

Mr JohN CamesBeL rs, Ironmonger, Secretary. 

Mr WILLIAM PaTT1S0N, Haberdaſher, Treaſurer. 

Mr JoHN GRRTC, Ironmonger, Clerk. | 

WILLIAM Cours, Pewterer in Edinburgh, and Mrs 
Cours, Maſter and Miſtreſs in the Houſe. 


COMMITTEE. 


— 


Walter Wood, Efq; ie one of the Magiſtrate of E 


dinburgh. 

Thomas Smith, Eſq; one of the Magiſtrates of Edin- 
burgh. 

John Balfour, Efy; of Pilrig. 

Rev. Mr Jones, one of the Minifters of Lady Glenor- 
chy's Chapel, Edinburgh. 

Rev. Mr Black, Miniſter of Lady Veſter's Church, 
Edinburgh. 


Rer. Mr Peddie, Miniſter of the Aﬀociate 8 


tion, Briſto- ſtreet. | » 
James Haldane, Eſq; 
Charles Stuart, M. D. Phykician 3 in Edinburgh. 
Alexander Pitcairn, Eſq; Merchant in Edinburgh. 
John Aikman, Eſq; 
Mr William Finlay, Baker in Edinburgh. 
Mr James M*Navghton, Edinburgh. 
| SUBSCRIPTIONS 


2 


: $ 
SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS ARE 
RECEIVED BY 


The Magiſtrates, at the Council- chamber. } 

Sir W. Forbes, J. Hunter, and Co. Bankers. 

Meſſrs Mansfield, Ramſay, and Co. Bankers. 

Mr William Coulter, Merchant, High Street. 

Meſſrs Phin and Pattiſon, Haberdaſhers, South Bridge. 

Mr John Campbell, Ironmonger, Graſs-market. 
Mr John Greig, Ironmonger, South Bridge. 


. — —— 


, Donations of old linens, old clothes, and other 
things of the ſame kind, that may be neceſſary for the 
- uſe of the perſons under the Society's charge, will be 
very acceptable. Mr Campbell, Secretary, and Miſs 
Kennedy, at Meſſrs Phin and Pattiſon, haberdaſhers, 
South Bridge, will receive and give receipts for all ſuch 
donations, | 
193 | . * 
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